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The structure

was inspired

by the modest
Amagansett beach
cottages designed
by architect Alfred
A. Scheffer during
the 1940s and ’50s.
See Resources.
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Welcoming
Additions

(THIS PAGE) Most
of the hardware
throughout the
house, as well

as the lantern
outside the entry,
is by Michael

M. Coldren
Company.
(opPosITE) The
potting station

in the mudroom
features an oak
base by Ciuffo
Cabinetry and

a soapstone
counter and sink
by Lido Stone
Works. The bench
and lamp are from
R. E. Steele. See
Resources.

icth dozens of renova-
tions under his belt, Chris Connor knows a thing or two about
houses—especially i Sag Harbor, where he owns a home and

has served on the Village’s board of Historic Preservation and
Architectural Review. In 2013, after a career 1n finance and a stint
working for the Obama administration in Washington, DC.,
Connor moved to Sag Harbor full-time and began serving as an
owner’s rep for clients doing residential construction of their own.

One recent project proved to be extra special, as 1t allowed him

the opportunity to revisit a property near and dear to his heart:

a circa-1840 caprains house that friends of his renovarted 20 years
ago. Fast forward to the home’s current owners, a couple with three
young children, who acquured the parcel of land behind theirs and
then recruited Connor to assemble a team that could build them

a guesthouse and a larger pool on what was now a generous 1.25
acres—exceedingly rare for the Village.
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Connor worked with Riverhead-based architect Dan Butler to
conceive the guesthouse, a 2400-square-foor single-story three-
bedroom nspired by the beach cotrages that architect Alfred A.
Scheffer designed in Amagansett during the 1940s and 50s. “The

1dea 1s that 1t resembles an older home that has been modernized,”

says Connor. “The house has been sited on the lot to catch the
light perfectly, so you can go the entire day without rurning on a
single switch.”

Next, Connor brought in local landscape designer Justn Terzi
to create a new garden and deal with the uneven site’s drainage
issues, which required a series of retaining walls, staircases, and
terraces to combat the 12-foot elevation change. “The hardscaping
alone took nine months,” Connor recounts. “I joked that we were
building Machu Picchu’”

When 1t was time for the decor, Connor showed up with
another sidekick: Manhattan-based decorator Sydney Maag, a
longtime friend. “Sydney 1s more modern than ['am,” he explains,
“and the chients had asked for a space that’s casy, kid-friendly, and
less formal than their main residence. If it had been left up ro just
me, there would be nothing but Flemush furniture!”

So comfortable 1s the guesthouse that the family has come to
use 1t regularly as an extra hangout space, rather than their hustor-
ic Greek Revival primary home. “They're young, hip, and open to
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(LerT) The kitchen
includes a Belgian
farm table from
RT Facts Design
& Antiques and
cabinets by Ciuffo
Cabinetry. (BeLow
AND OPPOSITE) The
living room features
a series of 1930s
verre églomisé
panels from a post
office in the South
of France and a
1970s ceramic
sculpture by
Georges Pelletier.
The sofa is from
C&C Milano, the
vintage cocktail
tables are from
Aero, and the area
rug is from Doris
Leslie Blau. See
Resources.
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The window
moldings in a guest
room (OPPOSITE AND
THIS PAGE TOP LEFT) are
painted Benjamin
Moore’s Chopped
Dill. The curtains
are fabricated from
Lake August’s Brink
of Summer print in
linen. (ABOVE RIGHT)
The roman shade
fabric in another
guest room is by
Clay McLaurin
Studio. (NEAR LEFT)

A vintage Frits
Henningsen leather
settee sits at a
BDDW table in the
informal dining area.
See Resources.
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Breath Of Fresh Air
(aBoVE LEFT) Tiles from
Mosaic House jazz up
the master bath. The
tub is from Kohler.
(ABOVE RIGHT) An

Isamu Noguchi Akari
pendant hangs above
a pair of klismos
benches in the master
bedroom. (NEAR RIGHT
AND OPPOSITE) Sag
Harbor-based garden
designer Justin Terzi
devised multiple
planted terraces for
outdoor entertaining.
Both dining sets are
from Munder Skiles.
See Resources.
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| ne house has been sited to catch the
ignt pertectly, so you can go the entire day
without turming on a single switch’

new ideas,” says Maag. “They didn't want a lot of stuff, so we tried
to keep the decor pared down and lean, which means that every
piece has to be able to stand on 1ts own.” Accordingly, Connor and
Maag settled on a highly edited mix of new and antique furnish-
ings, modern lighting, and a few choice pieces that the family had

i their collection. Meanwhile, fumed oak flooring, soapstone coun-
tertops, shiplap walls, and 18th- and 19th-century hemlock and
pine beams imbue the place with an aura of always having been
there, despite being brand new. As Maag says, “From the start, it
was meant to be durable, tactile, and timeless.” 3
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