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For a family home in Bridgehampton, decorator 
Timothy Godbold conjures up a monochromatic 

scheme that’s more than just black and white

Stark Contrast
A wall-mounted 
Danish bench from the 
1960s strikes a pose 
in the double-height 
entry (this page). The 
living room (opposite) 
contains a Verellen 
linen sectional, an 
armchair by Michael 
Dawkins Home, and 
a ceiling fixture from 
March. See Resources. 
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Sconce  
Upon A Time
(left) A pair of 
sconces from 
Stahl + Band flank 
the fireplace in 
the living room. 
(opposite) Sconces 
by Allied Maker 
hang above a 
Timothy Godbold–
designed console 
in the entry. See 
Resources.
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when Timothy 
Godbold signed on 
to decorate Matt and 

Lindsay Grant’s newly purchased Bridgehampton residence, 
the directive was simple: Make it look like a new beach 
house, instead of the circa-1999 suburban spec that it started 
out as. The New York–based couple, who have three young 
children, had rented in East Hampton for three summers 
before deciding to purchase a weekend getaway of their own. 
They settled on a 6,500-square-foot seven-bedroom spread 
with “big, beautiful trees framing a backyard that’s perfect 

for playing games with our kids,” Lindsay Grant says. “The 
house itself is roomy enough to host friends and family on 
weekends and holidays, yet cozy enough for the five of us to 
be there just by ourselves without feeling like we don’t fully 
use it.” 

But even though the layout and flow worked from the 
get-go, the details needed a stint in finishing school. Cue 
Australian-born, Hamptons-based decorator Timothy 
Godbold. After working in fashion at Ralph Lauren in both 
London and New York, he relocated to the Hamptons in 
2012 and gained experience at the home-decor shop Monc 
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XIII in Sag Harbor for three years before launching his own 
firm. “It was an easy transition for me,” Godbold recounts. 
“As a fashion designer, you can’t repeat yourself. I approach 
interiors the same way, as though each project is a different 
collection.” That’s not to say he doesn’t have a signature look: 
“I tend to treat Hamptons houses as I would a California 
bungalow. I gravitate toward clean, modern, masculine, and 
livable rooms, which is why I also have such a great love of 
Swedish design.” (Godbold travels often to Sweden and likes 
to source furnishings from the country.) 

The decorator’s pared-down approach appealed to his cli-
ents, who “wanted something peaceful, comfortable, and not 
too overdone,” Grant says. “Choosing Tim was a no-brainer. 
We’re a casual family, and we just needed a place to put up 
our feet and be together.” 

Godbold visualized a neutral scheme with natural woods, 
stone, tile, metal, and lots of black and white—from a moody 
library with black walls and shearling-covered armchairs to 
a mod all-white living room. “Coming from a classic back-
ground at Ralph Lauren, I don’t like anything that’s too 
trendy,” he says. “Color can become dated quickly, but black 
and white always looks timeless.” Grant, who had initially 
tried to convince Godbold to experiment with other hues, 
came to understand his vision in the end. “I grew up in a 
mostly beige house and thought it was so boring,” she recalls, 

Spatial Arrangements 
(this page) A sofa from Croft 
House, an RH ottoman, and 
a CB2 chair sit on a rug by 
Woven in the kitchen’s sitting 
area. (opposite top left and 
bottom) The kitchen, which 
features Belgian bluestone 
flooring and Absolute Black 
granite countertops, is 
furnished with a Crate & 
Barrel dining table, a Verellen 
banquette, and dining chairs 
by Komplot Design. (opposite 
top right) Handmade cement-
and-granite tiles from Morocco 
clad the floor of the laundry 
room. See Resources.  
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Serene Sanctuaries
(opposite) Furnishings 
in the master bedroom 
include a pair of 
Guillerme et Chambron 
chairs from the 1950s, 
a B&B Italia bed, 
and a rug from RH. 
(this page clockwise 
from top right) The 
pendant lights, mirror, 
and vanity in the 
powder room are by 
RH, and the fittings 
are by Watermark. 
Godbold designed the 
cerused-oak vanity 
in the master bath, 
which is topped with 
Caesarstone. In a 
guest room, a bed 
frame, sconce, and 
jute rug from RH are 
paired with a wall-
mounted nightstand 
from CB2. See 
Resources.     

“but now I find a minimalist look to be really serene.” 
Aside from the pristine palette—or, as Godbold jokes, “the 

lack thereof”—creating spaces conducive to casual entertain-
ing took priority. Grant especially loves the family room 
“because it has an informal vibe that’s great for having fun 
and socializing,” she says. “And while I don’t know if Tim is 
thrilled that we installed a foosball table next to the bar, we 
do use it constantly!” The equally streamlined living room 

(Godbold says he was “channeling 1980s Calvin Klein”) and 
sitting area in the kitchen provide additional spots for relax-
ing. “We built rooms around the house’s fireplaces with the 
intention of hanging out there all winter and playing board 
games together,” says Grant. Simple, kid-friendly, easy living 
is what it’s all about, adds Godbold. “This is a place the family 
can continue to grow into, add to, and make more personal 
over time.” ✹
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