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cantilevers create
interest on the
front facade, whi
is clad in ipe wo
and stucco. See
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ccastonally an

architect 1s lucky
enough to come
across clients who
know exactly what
they want. Such was the case when Eric Gartner, a
partner at Manhattan-based SPG Archurects, signed
on to help a young New York City family build their
dream home in Mamaroneck. The couple—she, with
a background in fashion and texules, and he, in the
construction industry—began their search for a mod-
ernist architect well before they were ready to leave
their Upper East Side three-bedroom and decamp
to Westchester with their three elementary-school-
age children. “They knew that they would need to
move soon enough, so we started the property hunt
together,” says Gartner.
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Once the couple settled on a three-quarter-acre lot
in a suburban neighborhood where many of the mid-
20th-century homes <including theirs) were being
torn down and redeveloped, Gartner got to work
ticking off their wish list: a modern white facade,
specific room-by-room square-footage requirements,
a double-height living room, a children’s play area,
six bedrooms, a pool, an outdoor dining pavilion
and kitchen, and two of the wife’s favorite aesthetic
accents: walnut and concrete-like fintshes. “The back
and forth we had about various tones of gray became
almost comical,” says Gartner, who painstakingly
sourced at least 50 shades in everything from porce-
lain floor tiles to plaster to wall coverings. “We were
focused on getting 1t exactly right, making sure that
the gray paletre feels layered, not just monochromat-
ic.” As for the exacting room dimensions, which some

A Hiroshi Kawano
chandelier from Ligne
Roset hangs in the
double-height living
room (THIS IMAGE),
which is furnished

with a Roche Bobois
sectional and a
cocktail table by
Natuzzi. The skylit
staircase (LerFT) features
walnut treads, a
partition of stainless-
steel rods, and a
plaster wall made to
resemble concrete.
See Resources.
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architects mught see as a hindrance, Gartner used the
directive as an opportunity to bring interest to the
front and rear facades by incorporating setbacks and
cantilevered sections that make everything line up
from one floor to the next. “The exterior planes mask
the micromanipulation of spaces behind them,” says
the architect, who “designed from the inside out, as
opposed to the other way around.”

Even though the lot 1sn't huge, outdoor program-
mung 1s a crucial component of the project. “The kids
hadn’t been outside the city, so my clients wanted a
well-considered space,” explains Gartner, who con-
cerved a series of rooms that open onto a secluded
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backyard complete with a gunite pool (the orienta-
tion of which was sited to accommodate the lot’s
natural slope and minimize the amount of rock exca-
Vation), a sitring area, and an open-air dining pavilion
and kitchen that matches the house’s stucco exterior.
Large stretches of glass on the rear facade “expand
the sense of interior space and connect 1t to the land-
scape,” the architect adds.

Further mside the 7000-square-foor residence,
a three-story skylit staircase serves as a dramartic
focal point. To mimic the look of concrete, Gartner
brought 1n an artisan to apply gray plaster to the wall,
and then installed a screen of vertical stainless-steel

The kitchen (tHis

sPreAD) features both
walnut and white Cesar
cabinetry, white Corian
countertops, Miele
ovens, and a Hansgrohe
faucet. A Saarinen
dining table is paired
with Eames side chairs
in the dining area, which
opens onto the pool.
See Resources.
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rods and floating walnur treads. “It brings light to the
center of the house and down to the lower level, help-
ing to mntegrate the kids’ playroom into the rest of the
home,” he says. The wife enhanced Gartner’s elegant
shell with streamlined furnishings, including repro-
ductions of mid-20th-century designs like a Saarinen
Tulip rable, a Mies van der Rohe Barcelona chair, and
an Eames lounge chair. “She likes to personalize her
homes,” Gartner says, "so we left blank spots where she
can continue to transform 1t over time. Our job was to
provide a cohesive design that accommodates how the
family wants to live and allows for enough evolution
throughout the years so that the house will remain rel-
evant into the future.”
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